Improving Transparency and Access
Rights in Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC)

claration on Pi1o
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Priﬁciple 10: Rio
Declaration 1992

- Participation
- Access to information

- Access to judicial and administrative proceedings

Source: Flickr, Arne Bevaart



The Access Initiative

A global civil society network dedicated to improving citizens’
access to environmental decision-making, strengthening the
enforcement of environmental law and policy.

Source:




The Vision

Legally Binding Convention for LAC.

Key contribution for democray, governance and sustainable
development.

Set standards and procedures for access rights.

Prevent and reduce environmental conflicts .

Reduce poverty.

Protection of natural resources.

Governments will benefit from training and technical asssitance.

Strengthen regional integration through a transparency agenda.



Conflicts and Bad
practices

Some examples:
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Why it can prevent or
reduce conflicts?

Information and participation gives transparency to whom
is getting the costs and benefits of an investment among
local communities, government and investors.

Timely and understandable information strengthen local
authorities and leaders capacities.



Rio +20 Outcome: A Political
Opportunity for LAC to expand and
improve access rights for citizens
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LAC Declaration on P10

“We declare our willingness to launch a process of [...] adopting a
regional instrument, [...[ wi rticipation by all
concerned citizens.”

Source: Report of th overnments of
the signatory coun
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Process after Rio +20

November
civil society



Process after Rio +20

Outcomes
Brazil joined the process. <-»

Trinidad & Tobago became the 12th country to sign onto a

declaration. \\

A Steering Committee was created: Chile, Mexico and the

Dominican Republic. * Il

A Road Map was developed: commitment to prepare a Work
Plan for 2014.



Key Consensus

LNITED STATES

The Bahamaz

Access rights key for sustainable S
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development.

Need to renew efforts for better
- implementation of Pio

Process will strengthen dialogue
and regional integration.
ECLAC as Technical Secretariat
Open to every LAC country

Public participation is key.

Falkland Islands

Source: Flickr, thejourney 1972 (South America addicted)



Conference on Sustainable Development obre Bl
in Latin America and the Caribbean

Regional Conference on Freedom of
Information in the Commonwealth
Caribbean




Second Meeting of Signatory Countries: April 16-17, 2013 in
Guadalajara, Mexico.
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Discuss and agree on the Work Plan.

Objectives:

ECLAC will present its report on the level of implementation
of P1o in LAC.



Outcomes of the Second
Focal Point Meeting:

Colombia and Honduras joined the process Argentina and El
Salvador as observers

+ Plan of Action agreed June 2013-December 2014




Plan of Action:

Promote the Declaration and get more governments to join
the process.

Promote and highlight the situation of access rights in LAC.
Actions for the participation of the public at the national
level.

Working Group A. Coordination:

Colombia and Jamaica: Prepare a proposal on strengthening
cooperation to address training needs.
Working Group B. Coordination:

Brazil and Costa Rica: Define the nature and content of the regional
instrument.






14 Signatory Countries

Republic

Brazil

Paraguay
Populati




Active Participation of Civil
Society Organizations

Focal Points in 19 LAC Countries UNES,

El Salvador
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Please Join Us!

www.accessinitiative.org

Global Secretariat of TAI:

Carole Excell
Senior Associate,
World Resources Institute

cexcell@wri.org

Andrea Sanhueza

andreasanhuezae@gmail.com

TAI/LAC Core Team:

Daniel Barragan

CEDA, Ecuador
dbarragan@ceda.org.ec

Tomas Severino

Cultura Ecoldgica, Mexico
tseverino@culturaecologica. org. mex

Olimpia Castillo

Comunicacion Ambiental, Mexico
olimpiaigio@hotmail.com



