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BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS

= |iteracy

-

had ® Communication channels

$ .
1 )
. e 5,
A .
- |
L.

“ N
bl .""l -

T, - y
; 'i" i}'
»

m Cost

™

‘\

¢

® Exposure to risk from participation

m Cultural context

© Henry Shirley




24 SIGNATORY COUNTRIES

Dominlcan Repubc
Megios GOFCyp 6873 USD
GOPCa 10 Populition 1053
p;m;l:.m Dagn HDE0 Anfga and Bartuda
HDL 0058 B [Pill'.::q‘ ];H:].ﬁ]
pulmon:)
Ja ;
HDE 078 ok
P Cp:

B e Fm”fﬂ'la"l'_"ﬁ St Vincent sndthe Greasdne PIBLig: 7251 USD
:’“’P l-'.'—‘ JEHLH Population 1638 : SORC=FEATD :;n}m: %
opultisn: 52 HDE 0,617 et A 40,53

HOL 0 646 epulihee: 109

Honduras

ul 4 : Trinidad wd Tobago

Paguldae 075 > R .. i

HOL 0605 ﬁm‘('? o
Cosia Rica . opulaion
B Ce 10HTTD Colombis
W‘PIL‘Hi\II 4an GDPCap 790 LSD
5 . Populsion 18220

Ecundor HDL 0720

GOFCp. 63600
Populiien 16144 4 et
porn HEL 0732 . 1L
GDP:Cap §575USD

Populmon: 31383
HDE 0730

Rofivia

GOFCy 10 T30
Dopulsticn. 10.737
HDL 0 662

D USD
59
Chile

GOFCey: A48 T30
Populaban 13 088
EDL 0

Populstion: 4398
HDL0.836

B o

GOR! Cap (Dobans stcument miket prees) b ol el (Thas s of gemeny, i yem
ECLAC (2015) Gatizieal veashook ofLatin America ind the Canbibean
HDE UNDR, 701§

Aot The umes and eedsries oo s L e et gy

oo seeegtance by e Unied



SCOPE OF ESCAZU CONVENTION

MAIN ARTICLES

‘ I Objective
- Definitions
-s"l LIMITED —
| LC/CNP10.9/5 PrlnC|p|es
“‘ 4 March 2018

POR UN DESARROLLD ORIGINAL
‘SOSTEMIBLE CON IGUALDAD

General obligations

Ninth meeting of the negotiating committee

of the regional agreement on access to information,
participation and justice in environmental matters
in Latin America and the Caribbean

Access to environmental information
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Generation & dissemination of environmental information

San José, 28 February—4 March 2018
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ACCESSTO
ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION

Articles 5 & 6



WHAT IS ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION?

* Environment and its elements

* Natural Resources

* Environmental risks

* Adverse impacts on environment and health
* Environmental protection

* Environmental management




ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION SYSTEM

Treaties, international agreements, env. laws, regulations & administrative acts
State of the environment reports

List of public env. entities & their areas of operation

List of polluted areas, by type of pollutant & location

Info. on use & conservation of natural resources & ecosystem services
Scientific, technical or technological reports, studies & info. on env. matters
Climate change sources aimed at building national capacities

Info. on EIA processes, env. management instruments & env. licences or permits
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Estimated list of waste by type, volume, location & year

|0. Info.on administrative sanctions imposed in env. matters
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ENVIRONMENTAL & PUBLIC HEALTH THREATS

Riverton Landfill on fire (2014) © Jamaica Environment Trust




PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Article 7



PARTICIPATE IN WHAT?
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EARLY NOTIFICATION AND PROVISION OF INFORMATION

Type or nature of decision in non-technical language
Authority making decision & authorities involved
Participation procedure (timeline & opportunities)

Date and place for public consultation or hearing

© Melinda Janki




EARLY NOTIFICATION AND PROVISION OF INFORMATION

ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Area description; physical, technical characteristics of project/activity
Main environmental impacts (incl. cumulative impacts)
Mitigation measures

FOR | Public reports & opinions of involved authorities
GRAND PALLADIUM
LADY HAMILTON

RESORT & SPA Actions taken to monitor implementation & results of EIA measures
AT POINT, HANOVER

Available technologies & alternative locations




COMMENTING PROCEDURE

Opportunity for public comment

Public comments to be considered

Public hearing on hotel development, Jamaica 2005 © Wendy Lee



ACCESS TO JUSTICE

Article 8



TYPES OF CHALLENGES

Decisions, actions or omissions:
®m Access to environmental information

m Public participation in decision-making
process regarding environmental matters

m Adverse effects on the environment or
violation of environmental laws & regulations

© Maya Leaders Alliance of Belize




OBGLIATIONS TO ENSURE ACCESS TO JUSTICE

= State entities with access to expertise in env. matters
= Effective, timely, public, transparent & impartial procedures that are not prohibitively expensive
= Broad active legal standing in defence of the environment

m Possibility of precautionary & interim measures to prevent, halt, mitigate or rehabilitate
damage to the environment

= Facilitate production of evidence of env. damage (e.g. reversal of burden of proof)



OBGLIATIONS TO ENSURE ACCESS TO JUSTICE

= Execute and enforce judicial & administrative decisions in a timely manner

Redress (e.g. restoration, compensation, financial penalty, assistance for affected persons)
= Minimize or eliminate barriers to access to justice

m Publicize access to justice right & procedures

m Systematize, disseminate judicial & administrative decisions

" |nterpretation or translation of languages other than the official languages



ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS

Article 9



PROTECTING ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS

= A safe and enabling environment so they
can act free from threat, restriction & insecurity

= Recognize, protect & promote their rights
(e.g. right to life, personal integrity, freedom of
opinion & expression, peaceful assembly &
association, free movement, access rights)

= Prevent, investigate and punish attacks,
threats or intimidations Daniel Cima




SPECIAL MEASURES: - PERSONS & GROUPS IN VULNERABLE SITUATIONS

- INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

m Consider social, economic, cultural, geographical &
gender characteristics of communities

m Offer technical & financial assistance
m Use language of people directly affected
m Use best media & formats

m Observe national & international standards for
indigenous people




HOW CAN GET INVOLVED!?
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Organization

U REGISTER IN PUBLIC REGIONAL MECHANISM

Position

Address

ciy * Invitations to the meetings and related events

Country ®

* Updates on status of the process

E-mail *

* Communication from Elected Representatives of the Public

Phone number

o http://[www.cepal.org/en/regional-public-mechanism

Preferred language *

Please select, as applicable
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THANKYOU!

Danielle Andrade-Goffe
Elected Representative of the Public

Dandrade.law@gmail.com

Website: www.lacpl0.org

Twitter: @LACP | 0info

Facebook: LAC P10 Regional Public Mechanism (eng)
ALC P10 Mecanismo Publico Regional (sp)



